
KAYA COOBY

A U G U S T   2 0 1 9                                                                                          V O L U M E  4

 

Welcome to the August 2019 edition of Kaya Cooby! 
The Cockburn Aboriginal Reference Group accepts and welcomes the use of Kaya in

the title of the Coolbellup Community Association Newsletter
In July we consulted with the Cockburn Aboriginal Reference Group to confirm that they
were happy with the title of our newsletter. They suggested it made more sense to call it

Kaya Cooby rather than Cooby Kaya. Kaya means "Hello" in Nyoongar language.
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Contact Cooby Community on:
coobyca@gmail.com       PO Box 4073, Coolbellup 6163

https://www.cockburncommunitygroups.com.au/Coolbellup-Community-Association
www.facebook.com/CoobyCommunity

Sat 22nd June Community Convo 
It was a dark and stormy night when a group of committed Cooby Community members

joined the Community Conversation to:
Hear from Coolbellup shop owners about what is planned and what is possible

Find out about the recent Cooby Community survey results
Share ideas about what the Coolbellup Shopping Precinct could be (this includes the whole
area from Coolbellup Avenue to Waverley Road and Cordelia Avenue) See pages 4-8 for

more details!
STOP PRESS! ONE OF OUR FIRST GOALS ACHIEVED!

We wanted to expand the Craft and Flea Market so there was fresh produce, and now there
is fresh fruit and veg EVERY SATURDAY!! Just in front of the old IGA. Cash sales only. 
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STOP
PRESS! Fruit
and Veg Stall

EVERY
SATURDAY -
CASH ONLY



 
Printing of this newsletter is

generously supported by City of
Cockburn.

 
 

 

REMAINING 2019 SWAP
AND SHARE DATES:
7th September, 5th October, 
2nd November, 7th December

 

On Sunday the 14th of July 2019,
Rehabilitating Roe 8 organised a
planting at Malvolio Bushland in 
Coolbellup.   Being the site for the
initial destruction of bushland
during the 2017 Roe 8
development, it was heartening to
see so many people from the
community being involved in
planting at the site.  
Over 2000 seedlings were planted
by over 100 volunteers. The local
community continue to actively
care for the area, and there are a
number of activities coming up
that the community can participate
in, including a Clean Up on the
24th of August and an Indigenous
Guided Walk on the 21st of
September.  
 
 

Rehabilitating
Roe 8
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Website:
https://rehabilitatingroe8.org/whats-on/



Cooby Survey Q1
At the Community Convo, to set the scene, there was a presentation

on the summary of Cooby Survey Results as at June 2019
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The top response in this first multiple-choice question was location,
closely followed by the local parks and surrounding bushland. The
affordability of Coolbellup was third, dog-friendly was fourth. The

neighbours and people in the community came a close fifth to dogs.



Cooby Survey Q2
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A themed analysis of free text responses noted 14 references to
the shopping centre and shops and several of these also

mentioned of the absence of a community hub in Coolbellup.
Comments connected to safety were the next most common free
text response, reflecting their second top score in the multiple-

choice question. In relation to the sentiment “there is nothing to do
here in Cooby, there were two specific mentions of not enough to

do for youth.

I wish there was a local community hub, maybe something like The Meeting
Place in Fremantle. I know Cooby has a Hub building but there's no single

person or organisation managing it so nobody ever knows what's happening
there, plus some things happen at Len Packham Hall but again it's

impossible to find out what's happening there as there's no single contact
point... Maybe there are no community events in Cooby or maybe there a

heaps, but how can anyone know??



Cooby Survey Q 3 & 4
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Q3.2 In the future I hope that Coolbellup changes in these ways...

Q3.1Things used to be so much better in Coolbellup because...

3.3 The things that worry me most about the way Coolbellup is
headed include...

Q4. Do you have any ideas about how you could make the things
you love even better and what could be done to make positive
change in Cooby?

Question 3.1 was free-text, and the responses have been grouped into themes as per
below. One person commented that they had only just moved in. Another commented
that they didn’t agree with this statement – they thought Cooby had gotten better, not
worse. A similar-themed free text comment reflected that they didn’t think things used to
be so much better in Coolbellup

In part two of Question Three, this time there were slightly more comments about
community safety than there were about the shops and a central hub. Safety
comments included mentions of public housing, and calls for a greater security
presence. In addition, there were calls for a more inclusive community in the
responses to this question. The importance of quality development was evident in
these responses as well.

The top theme for this third part of question three related to safety, and again referred to
crime and drug use. One response called for more understanding of the complexity of
addiction and for a needle exchange in the pharmacy. Development was a close second
in terms of concern. One person stated that they had no concerns and were optimistic
about Coolbellup’s future.

Perhaps unsurprisingly in this section, ideas about a shopping centre/ community hub
and things to do dominated. There were still comments relating to traffic, development,
safety and dogs. The call for a fenced dog park was mentioned several times throughout
the survey.

There's a short video about the Community Survey Report as well as
a written report on the CCA Home Page 

https://www.cockburncommunitygroups.com.au/Coolbellup-Community-Association/Home



Shopping Centre Presentation
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Every shop is individually owned
In order to get any decision passed, everyone has to agree
There is a Strata Company Association, and Newsagent Martin
Dawkins is the Chair (his family have been there 35+ years)
Some of the owners of the shops do not live in Australia and can be
hard to contact
Marilyn Watts is the Strata Manager, but her remit is only the common
areas
A $2.1m program of works was undertaken to upgrade the shopping
centre over the last three years. The owners have to pay that off.
Not all ideas could be finished, and given the demise of IGA, there are
very limited funds left

Cooby Convo - Shops
After the Survey Presentation, Martin Dawkins provided

some facts about the Cooby Shopping Centre:

We were asked to get creative
with a vision for the shopping
centre area. "It's 5 years into the
future, and the Centre of Cooby is
how we want it to be. What can
you see, touch, taste, smell, hear,
feel?" A vision was put together
from everyone's feedback:
 



Cooby Convo Vision
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You can watch a short video summary of the Action Plan by
clicking on the Cooby Heart Action Plan link on our Home Page.

You can also join the Mailing List from the Home Page and be part
of making the Cooby Heart Action Plan a reality!

We then discussed and prioritised what we thought we could do
to make this happen:


